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LIBRARY HOURS 
MORE OR LESS? 


by Peter Ton 

Most Redeemer students are aware that our 
library has limited resources and services. We 
have been without a head librarian for two 
years now, yet students need the library no less 
than they did in previous years. The library 
staff have had to take on more tasks, and like 
the rest of us here, they are beginning to feel 
overworked and underpaid. Library policy 
requires a full time/non-student staff person on 
duty at all times, and last winter there were 
times that some of the ladies were apprehen- 
sive about driving home on the slippery 
highways after eleven o'clock at night. 

When the library committee looked into 
the staff's concerns, they discovered that on the 
average weeknight, only nine students could be 
found using the library at 10:30 p.m., while 
Friday evenings and Saturday mornings were 
also very slow. The committee felt a responsi- 
bility to examine whether or not library hours 
and staff wages were being wasted during these 
times. For this reason, they contacted Student 
Senate with a proposal to reduce the library's 
hours of operation. 


The library committee, recognizing that 
Senate represents the vast majority of library 
users, tried to get some feedback from Senate 
on their proposal, and Senate’s reply can be 
found posted on the Senate information win- 
dow. Based on student input and Senate 
deliberations, Senate reasoned that it would not 
be wise to further reduce the library’s hours. 
The rationale for this decision and alternative 
proposals to the library committee can also be 
found posted on the Senate information win- 
dow. 

As I listened to Senate’s discussion on the 
matter, it was good to hear their concern for the 
students on whose behalf they were acting. 
This was demonstrated by soliciting student 
response via the message board, and by their 
serious discussion of the proposal and of 
responsible alternatives. On the same note, the 
members of the library committee need to be 
commended for their often unnoticed efforts, | 
think students should be pleased that the library 
committee has initiated a cooperative process 
to reach decisions that will significantly effect 
students. 
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Co-ed Dorm Life-- 


What IF 


Imagine Redeemer College implementing co-ed living. What 
would happen if we knocked down the walls between the dorms? 
What new rules would apply? If you had to set up coed living 
arrangements, how would you make it work? What problems do 
you foresee? If you want to contribute your two cents worth, call 
Mar Harsevoort at ext. 308 or at 648-4012, or come over and 
visit, unless you are a boy and it is after eleven. Please submit 
your articles to the CROWN disk (with a .CEN extension) by 
November 2. 
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Subjectto change? The library hours as they stand now 


ECYCLE, 
REDEEMER? 


by Valerie VanderBerg 

As some of you may have noticed, 
recycling isn’t the same throw-a-can-in- 
the-blue box operation that it used to be. 


There are now many rules@andresponsi=™ 


bilities that come with Having a blue Box. 
The Even is working véfy 
hard to transform R@deemer into a 
recycle-friendly s¢hool; not only becadige 
it is our responsi as Christians, but 
also because it4$equired by law. 
Redeemer is af Wiistitution with over 
two-hundredsstudents and isthere fore 
required by the government to Tecycle. 
This igfot an empty thfeat! In the 
middle of January 1995;‘the Environ- 
mesital Audit will visit Redeemer. The 
project will last approximately three 
day§, during which the members of the 
Audityyill search through all of Redeem- 
er’s gatbage. Garbagethroughoubthe 
school, recycli ins, the dumpsters and 
even the Nei ce’s blue boxes will be 
scrutinized, t@ make sure that everything 
is in its iN: These people Will 
be quite thorough in their investigation, 
and in the end the¥Willwwritewprareport 
on Redeemer’s recycling success. The 
visit Redeemer receives from the Audit 
costs the school a minimum of $800. If 
the school’s report is below the Audit’s 
standards, it will be given time to im- 
prove and will then receive another visit, 
and will be required to pay another $800. 


The Environmental Club has been 
encouraged by some of the dorms which 
recycle properly and bring their blue 
boxes to the curb, but others have proved 
rathermisappointing. The whole school 
has to pay fomthe laziness of some 
dorms. A proposal has been brought to 
Student Senate bythe Environmental 
Club, It suggests thateach dorm which 
does not fulfil its required recycling tasks 
Will be fined! 

Excuses are becoming harder to 
justify’ Thethird parking, lot and half of 
the second parking fot hav@been given 
blue boxesefor paper recyclifig. The rest 
have beervordered and should arrive 
soon. Each dorm and apartmenf\have 
been given literature on recycling) which 
shouldginswer@py questions. Fran 
Elzinga has a feWymore pointer that she 
would likethe.students to.bé aware of 
Pizza boxes can be recygled if no 
food is left in them. 

} Take the wax paper,Out of cereal 
boxes before recycling, 
> Rinse out all can§ and bottles. 
Cut cardboard.aecording to recom- 
metided size (see recycling literature). 
Dig not throw any food into the blue 
boxes (unless you like big furry mice 
with red, beady eyes). 

Although it may be more difficult 
than it used to be, let’s make recycling 
part of Redeemer’s daily routine. ¥ 
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Alison (Gresik- -Kditor 


A disturbing thing happened to me the 
other day. I knew that one of my class- 
mates wasn't going to make it to an 
English class, and I took extra-careful 
notes so that when he read them, it would 
be just as if he had been to class. | 
reported my kind favour to him, but 
instead of the gratitutde I expected, he 
responded with, "Oh, I don't need them. 
We still have two more classes on that 
book, and it was mostly introductory stuff 
today, so I can get by without it." 

His refusal of my gesture wasn't what 
disconcerted me--it was his disdain of the 
information I offered. My feeling after 
that class was one of immense satisfaction 
with what I had just learned, and I was 
hurt that this fellow student was indiffer- 
ent to what I prized. I pitied him, because 
in my opinion his quality of life would be 
somehow lessened because he did not 
know these things. 

This indifference is something | am 
beginning to notice more and more. It 
seems that the pursuit of learning for 
learning's sake is not a common phenom- 
enon among average studetns these days. 
I'm speaking of a love of knowledge that 
goes beyond course requirements and 
"What do we need to know for the exam?", 
savouring every fact and theory and 
revelation as if it was life-giving nourish- 
ment for the mind, thinking critically 
about what one hears rather than accepting 
it unchallenged. 

I know there are students who do the 
extra reading suggested by profs because 
they are motivated by curiousity, not 
grades. There are students who go to 
extra-curricular colloquia and seminars 
and lectures. There are students who will 
stay after class for a discussion, or meet 
with a prof to talk about something 
interesting he or she had said. There are 
students who ask questions and make 
comments during a professor's lecture. 
There are students who read the paper in 
the library every day, so they can keep up 
with the news. There are students who 
take elective courses just for the fun of it. 

But I know there are also students 
who read Coles Notes instead of the book 
assigned for class. There are students who 
skip class and get the notes from someone 
else (or don't bother to get the notes!). 
There are students who do the bare 
minimum for an assignment instead of 
getting into extra research and really 
exhausting the possibilities of their topic. 
There are students who do only half of the 
readings required for a course. 

I cannot be accused of being ignorant 
of the incredible time constraints that 
students (or anyone, for that matter) have 
to deal with, and many of the things I have 
mentioned take time that we often don't 
have. But this learning for learning's sake 
involves more than just doing extra things- 
-it starts with a general attitude towards 
knowledge that makes it a pleasure to sit 
in class, or read a chapter in a textbook, or 
write a lab-report. 

Of course, it is sometimes hard to see 
why we need to know about implicit 
differentiation or Louis XIV or Van 
Thunen rings or enantiomers or squinting 
modifiers. We look at our lives and think 
that this information will never be of the 
slightest use to us. But what I'm promot- 
ing is a view of knowledge that is not 
functional but celebratory. It is to cherish 
these ideas simply because they are part of 
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the world God has created and humans 
have explored, not because they will help 
you pay your bills or start your car or keep 
your house clean. Life could get awfully 
dull if these were the only things you cared 
about. 

Perhaps my observations on academic 
apathy seem harsh and condemning. That 
is not my intent. I cannot criticize others 
for the choices they make, or for the things 
they find important or interesting. not 
everyone finds it easy to read or think or 
remember, and not everyone is highly 
motivated to learn. That is part of what 
makes us different. | am merely express- 
ing a pervading sadness that a pursuit 
which has given me much pleasure should 
be slighted or lost. If we are here to get an 
education, why not take joy in the 
process?* 
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Assitant Editorial: 


Attitudes 
and Words 


by Diana Mostert 
Do we ever consider the words that we 
use as expressions and the implications 
which they carry? 

| wonder sometimes if we listen to 
ourselves enough to consider what we 
are actually saying. By going beyond 
the actual words and looking at the 
attitudes behind those expressive 
statements may clarify what | mean. For 
example, swearing at someone or even 
telling them to “shut-up” can imply that 
“I don’t care who you are and what you 
have to say is not important to me!” 
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The CROWN is published 12 times per 
academic year. It is funded by advertising 
and by the students of Redeemer College. 
You may contact the editor by calling (905) 
304-1235, 


Cartoon by Carl Jagt 


Dear Editor, 

I want to tell you of something that 
happened to me last year in my dorm-- 
something that | will never forget. It has 
brought me much closer to my Lord. 

I was sitting on the edge of my bed 
preparing to do some homework. I had 
my thoughts tuned in to my studies when 
suddenly there came a voice (from no 
human source). It said, "Come, sit 
here." I obeyed and moved so that I was 
sitting with my back against the wall. 
Two arms enveloped me as | sat there. | 
didn't even read any of my notes. | 
simply rested in the arms and enjoyed 
the security they provided. The voice 
did not say anything more. 

All this time I felt an overwhelming 
peace of soul and mind, for | knew who 
it was that held me and I recognized the 
voice that spoke to me. I just knew it 
was my Lord. 

Yeshua (Christ) loves me for sure! 
Hallelujah! 

I have told you of my experience 
with Jesus because I want to be able to 
bring you assurance of His very real 
presence and to share His love. 
Michele Ridpath 


Coryphaios 


I will provide a note of explanation 
on the title of my editorial column, 
since my guess is that Profs. Louter 
and Wolters are the only ones who 
know what it means. Coryphaios is 
the Greek word which refers to the 
leader of the chorus in Greek 
drama, and I've chosen it because | 
hope my voice will be just one of 
many that is heard on the Voice 
page and throughout the paper. 


This is not the type of community unity 
that we are trying to build here at 
Redeemer. So, the next time you are 
angry with someone or something, 
reconsider your old methods of reaction 
and try a godly response. If someone 
has offended you, go to your brother or 
sister and tell them out of your love for 
them and the edifying of one another. It 
is our Christian duty to seek forgiveness 
and to forgive. 

It is a very humbling thing to admit 
that you have offended or devalued 
someone else, but it is a very gratifying 
experience to have been forgiven by the 
one whom you have offended or deval- 
ued, And then think how much more 
wonderful this whole situation is before 
an Almighty God!* 


Letters to the editor may be mailed to the 
preceding address, mailed on campus via 
Redeemer's inter-campus mail system 
(ICM), submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251, or e-mailed 
locally to crown. Advertising rates 
available upon request. 

Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space 
permits, No anonymous submissions will 
be published. Submissions for the next 
issue must be received by: Wednesday, 
November 2, at 6 p.m, 

The CROWN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the entire Redeemer 
College Community. 
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Help Wanted 


The CROWN is still looking to fill 
the gaps in its staff. If you have 
any questions about the duties of 
these various positions, contact the 
editor, Alison Gresik. 


¥ Female interested in expressing 
herself on various topics in a 
regular column run opposite "The 
Tangent" by David Koudys. 
People person, involved in 
social life at Redeemer, to edit 
the Body page. Should be 
upperclass(wo)man with writing 
skills. 
¥ Cartoonists for Voice page, and 
artists for centre spread. 


Plumbing 


The CROWN is now a small part 
of a Global Sewer System called 
the Internet (that highway analogy 
you hear so much about is some- 
what misleading). Through 
Redeemer's computer network you 
can access a very small part of the 
CROWN and receive up-to-date 
information regarding future 
issues, 


From the % prompt, simply enter: 
crowninfo 

A small text file will float up to 
your computer screen, detailing 
various CROWN information. 


For information on this year's 
CROWN staff, simply enter: 
f crown 

Letters to the Editor may be 
mailed to crown -- please remem- 
ber the 200 word limit. 


Planning 


If you are interested in writing an 
article for the next issue of the 
CROWN, plan to attend our next 
Planning Meeting, held every 
Friday the CROWN comes out, 
during Activity Period in the 
CROWN room (251). The 
various page editors will have 
several story ideas you may 
choose from. Cartoonists and 
photographers are also welcome. 


Insights? 


Do you have words to share with 
the Redeemer College commu- 
nity? Sends us your thoughts, 
either as a Letter to the Editor 
(200 word limit) or as a Soapbox 
if you have more words to share. 


CROWN Corrections 


There will be no entry fee for the 
hockey pool being run by Sports 
Editors Aaron Harnden and Jack 
Klooster, If we charged you to 
enter, it would be too much like a 
lottery, and we don't want to get in 
trouble. So take advantage of this 
free hockey pool courtesy of the 
CROWN. 


First Year 


Student Senate 


by Mike Zwiep 

In the face of a political culture the 
Coolness Awareness Committee sadly 
admits it has become too cool for its own 
good. In order to distance ourselves 
from all coolness we have decided to 
become politically correct. This is the 
last time (sniff) that you will see the 
words ‘Cool- 
ness Awareness 
Committee’ in 
print. (Go 
ahead, dear 
readers, feel 
free to reread 
them if it will 
soften the blow 
but please 
remember that 
you can’t dwell 
on three words 
for the rest of your life. You have to get 
on to the next sentence if you want to 
finish this article.) 

In an effort to become politically 
correct we have created . . . | mean 
evolved into a non-associational group in 
order to cover the Redeemer Political 
First Year Student Senate Elections with 
an objective yet dapper, politically 
correct attitude. Despite jibes and retorts 
in our pursuit to define a politically 
correct First Year Senator we were able 
to find the following description in the 
Redeemer Nicely Written Document 
Constitution Act 1994 Schedule Q. 

“Whereas it shall be lawful for a 
Redeemer First Year Senator upon 
election, to be subject to serve upon 
either the activities committee (which in 
such manner plans banquets and coffee 
houses) or the volunteer/spirit committee 
(which in diverse manners organizes 
clubs and 
volunteer 
opportunities). 

A first year 
senator is 
subject and, 
according to 
some amend- 
ments and a few 
provisions, shall 
lawfully be 
called ‘members 
at large.’ Not 
withstanding that they themselves are not 
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Hank De Jong 


Tim Zuidema 


Election Results 


all that big, and regarding ad-hoc com- 
mittees shall have the option to serve and 
deal with special interests in relation to 
any such Redeemer Student and or 
Students.” 

To be politically correct means to 
know all the correct political information, 
like what plebiscite is and how you can 
gerrymander someone. (These terms 
were slipped into this article to aid Prof. 
Koyzis in his master plan to instill 
everyone at Redeemer with political 
knowledge) You should also have 
political knowledge of the Redeemer 
First Year Elections, like out of four 
hundred and sixty-seven eligible voters, 
three hundred and twenty-four votes 
were cast, which is about a 70% turnout. 
There were four spoiled ballets and the 
three candidates whom you voted in are 
first year students: Gena Jaspers-Fayer, 
Hank De Jong, 
and Tim 
Zuidema. 

The 
following 
questions were 
answered by 
the candidates 
only minutes 
after they had 


been elected. Gena Jaspers-Fayer 


E) Ea) Ea) 


How do you feel now that you've been 
elected to student senator? 

Tim: I'd like to thank all the voters and 
my parents for inspiring me in this great 
endeavour, 

Gena: Overwhelmed by work. 

Hank: Exuberant, relieved, happy, 
overjoyed, ready to work. 


Who inspired you to run for Senate? 
Tim: What kind of question is that? 
Gena: A little birdie told me 

Hank: Grace talked to me in the library 
an hour before the nominations had to be 
in and I felt qualified. 


What's a plebiscite? 

Tim: It's one of two things. 
Gena; Let me double check that one. 
Hank: I came across this term in my 
personal studies which | do nightly and if 
I remember correctly its a non-binding 


referendum. 


Do you want to become a real politician 
when you grow up? 

Tim: I don’t want to grow up; I'ma 
*Toys R Us' kid. 

Gena: Are you kidding?! 

Hank: I'll let you know at the end of this 
year. 


Prof Koyzis teaches politics. He's also a 
swell guy. Are you in any of his classes? 
Tim: Yes and no. Mostly no. It de- 
pends. 

Gena: No, but I like his bowtie. 

Hank: No, unfortunately. 


In conclusion, we feel confident that a 
competitive political election system has 
proven to be the basis of a democratic 
legitimacy (some political textbook) 
This article is dedicated to political 
science in general and to Dan Reilly and 
Prof. Koyzis specifically. ¥ 


Alumni 
Weekend, A 
Smashing 
Something 


by Danny Bird 

Depending on whom you talk to, the 
alumni weekend was anything from a 
smashing success to dismal, but not quite 
a failure. Few people chose to attend the 
event this year, but as Alumni Coordina- 
tor, Tim Wolfert, pointed out, success is 
not measured by numbers. 

The two volleyball games were very 
entertaining and were attended by some 
parents of both former and current 
students as well as by some parents and 
board members who were at the school 
attending another function. 

The Alumni Coffee House, depend- 
ing on who you speak to, was anything 
from "very successful" to "only slightly 
better than being at the a Seventh Day 
Adventists' church on a Sunday." The 


majority view was that it was adequate, if 


unexciting. It was apparent in at least 
one response that there is a widening 
generation gap. One uninformed first 
year had the gall to say that the last 
alumni group to perform played music 
that was out of style and impossible to 
"get in to." 

Overall, the Alumni board was very 
pleased with the weekend, although a 
little disappointed in the numbers. The 
hard work that they invested into it paid 
off, in their opinion.¥* 


PLEASED TO MEET YOU TOO! 


by Jane Britnell and Alison Gresik 
Cheryl Palmer moved to Hamilton with 
her husband Dale from Collingwood. 
Chery] is a new face in the Student Life 
office and Dale is enrolled in the one 
year Education 
program. 

In 
Collingwood, 
Cheryl was a 
Loans Adminis- 
trator for 
National Trust 
for four and a 
half years. She 


considers her time there as a good 
learning experience. 

Some of Cheryl's hobbies include 
weight lifting, aerobics and cross- 
stiching. See you in the weight room, 
Cheryl! 


Liz Depooter has taken on the job of 


secretary to the Registrar in the Admis- 
sions office. She comes in to Redeemer 
from Cambridge everyday, where she 
lives with her husband and four children. 
Prior to coming here, Liz worked at 
Sears Canada, as an investigator forthe 
Credit Division, and also in Parts and 
Services. Before that she was at home 


raising a family for fifteen years. 

Liz had to think for a moment when 
| asked her what 
some of her 
interests were, 
but then she 
rattled off quite 
a few. She is an 
avid reader, and 
enjoys cross- 
stitch and cross- 
country skiing. 
She is also a 
member of the Education Committee at 
Woodland Christian High School in 
Breslau.¥ 
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CGoLLEGE ANYWAY? 


ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE STUDENT BODY 


So wWHo GOES TO REDEEMER 


by Alison Grestk-These articles were produced to be published both in the CROWN and Check It Out. Each student profiled is representative of a certain 
group of students at Redeemer. This issue, meet Marsha Koops, a graduate of a Christian high school, and Shawn de Raaf, a transfer student. 


Marsha Koops vowed that the last place she would 


ever go for university education was Redeemer. It 
was just too small, she thought. She has known 
about the college for years—her father is a minister 
in the Christian Reformed church, and Marsha 
attended a Christian elementary and high school 


But by the time she reached her final year at 
Woodland Christian High in Breslau, she knew she would have to make a decision. 
Marsha wanted to attend a Christian college, so she considered Calvin College in 
Michigan, Dordt College in Iowa, and Redeemer College. She visited Redeemer’s 


campus last December, and that visit did 
much to change her mind. But in the 
end she decided on Dordt. However, she 
was hesitant to become a student there 
without having visited the campus first; 
so she and a friend decided that if they 
found a way to get to Dordt, they would 
take it as a sign that they'd chosen the 
right school 

Marsha never did find that ride to 
Iowa. And now she’s sure God led her 
to make the nght choice in coming to 
Redeemer, she finds that the people 
here--faculty, staff, and students make 
the place a great place to be, Everyone 
is fnendly and ready to help when she 
needs it. Marsha just wishes Redeemer 
was bigger, so there’d be more of these 
great Redeemer people around for her to 
enjoy being with! 
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When it came to finding a university after high 


school, Shawn de Raaf went straight for the one 

that seemed to have the best business program— 
Wilfred Laurier University in Waterloo, Getting 
a Christian perspective on his education wasn’t a 


real priority for him at the time. But after a year 


and a half at Laurier, he found he wasn’t 


satisfied with his degree program. He wanted to leam more than what he was getting in 
a program that focused only on business. Shawn began to look into Political Science 
programs at other universities. Redeemer was an option because it would give him 


Caught in mid-jump: Even without the hay bales, students had a grand time clapping and stepping their way through the folk dance. 


arning to Count and Dance Again 


by Shannon McNab 

In the gym on Friday, September 30, 
1994, at 7:30 p.m., there was a folk 
dance. Did you go? No! Then you 
missed an enjoyable time. Until this 
point in my life I didn’t realize how 
much fun folk dancing could be. | 
remember in grade six having to learn it 
in gym class and our teacher sang with 
the music until we all tripped over each 
other. Eventually, we stopped and were 
sent home with bruises. But, on Friday 
we received simple instructions and did 
the same dance until we were able to 
complete the dance without any major 


confusion. It was interesting to do the 
line-ups and circles, hoping you didn’t 
lose your partner in the crowd. Often | 
would be watching my feet and counting 
and forget my partner. I don’t remember 
the names of the dances, but I do 
remember counting to eight and sixtcen 
and switching partners on fifteen. Then 
there were a few times that I forgot to 
move and I was nudged ahead by the 
people behind. 

Beyond the coordination or lack of 
coordination, | personally had a super 
time. About half way through the dance, 


the doors were finally opened to let in 
some fresh air. 

When we got back to the dance, we 
started off with slow instructions, once 
again walking through it, and finally, in 
the grand finale the music was added. 
We were hot and sweaty by the time we 
made it through another set which ended 
about 9:30 p.m. 

If you missed this event, then you 
missed out on an exceptional time, even 
though there were only about thirty-five 
people there. Perhaps, you will all make 
it to the next folk dance. 


good credit for the courses he’d taken. 
He visited Redeemer and, through 
talking to students and faculty, 
realized the importance of a Christian 
perspective. Money was a big concern 
for Shawn, since he would have to pay 
more money to come to Redeemer. But 
his admittance into the Forgivable Loan 
program made it possible for him to 
afford it. Now that he’s been here for 
over a year, he’s happy with the 
choice he made. He does miss the 
interaction with non-Christians and the 
exposure to other cultures and perspec- 
tives that he had at Laurier. But his 
education at Redeemer has given him 
the tools to articulate his Christian 
beliefs, and the small classes keep 
him on his toes and really challenge 
him intellectually, Overall, he’s glad he 
made the switch to Redeemer. ¥ 


Cheap Food, 
Where? 


by Jim Hosmar 

Well, we are underway at the Rec 
Centre. Many of you have come to visit 
us and have seen a few of the visible 
changes, such as food expansion. The 
ping pong tournament is well underway 
and we hope to have many more tourna- 
ments, such as pool, euchre, darts and 
other tournaments 

There are some changes that are yet 
under way. The biggest change is that 
the present location of the office will 
move to the kitchen, in the near future 
This allows us to make more practical 
use of the services. There will also bea 
new pool table soon, as well as some pin 
ball machines. 

There have also been some changes 
in the office hours. They are as follows: 

Sunday 1:00-5:00 
8:00-12:00 

Monday-Thursday 4:30-1:00 

Friday 4:30-1:00 

Saturday  3:30-12:00 

We have just recently acquired a 
patio furniture set so that students (and 
faculty) can make effective use of the 
patio as well. 

There are going to be some regular 
features as well throughout the week. 
On Mondays all chocolate bars will be 
half price. On Tuesdays, all pop is half 
price. On Thursdays there will be free 
coffee (when the office is moved) and on 
Saturdays, it is movie night with pop- 
com. These offers will take effect on 
Monday, October 17. 

So come on out and enjoy the 
services that we have to offer and 
remember, if you have any suggestions, 
we will be happy to hear (and incorpo- 
rate them) them. 
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SPIRITUAL AND DEVOTIONAL LIFE 


JOIN A CELL GROUP TODAY 


by Peter Moelker 

As | walked back from my cell group 
that night, | couldn’t help but wonder 
why I would have stayed away, An hour 
or two earlier | was trying to think of an 
excuse not to go. After coming up with 
the classic “I have to study” line, | 
figured that | might as well go and get it 
over with. You see, | wasn't too thrilled 
about taking an hour out of my busy (not 
really) week to go to cell group, After 
putting on my running shoes reluctantly, 
I grabbed my Bible and headed out the 
door. It was hard to believe that just a 
couple weeks earlier I had been signing 
up for every cell group in sight. The 
idea of getting together with other 
students and talking about the Bible and 
how to live as a Christian seemed really 
appealing. The problem came when | 
had to give an hour of my /ree time in 
order to come to the group. The grow- 
ing part | liked; the commitment part I 
didn't. 

A cell group is a small group of 
people who come together to learn more 
about God's will for their lives, Cell 
groups come with all sorts of different 
titles. Some cells are based on a book of 
the Bible, while others deal with a 
specific area in the Christian’s life. All 


cell groups need to be based on the 
Word of God. Here at Redcemer there 
are currently five cell groups under way. 
There are cell groups for men only, 
women only, and couples. There are 
also cell groups dealing with prayer and 
the second half of the book of John. 

One of the most basic questions that 
you can ask is “why should | bother to 
put my time into a cell group?” Cell 
groups have a lot to offer. In a cell 
group you have the opportunity to share 
your faith, your concerns, your joys, and 
your struggles with other students who 
sincerely care how you are doing. 
Ideally, a cell group will develop an 
atmosphere of trust which can be felt by 
all the members, Are you having 
trouble in your personal devotional life? 
Join a cell group. Are you lonely and do 
you have a desire for Christian fellow- 
ship? Join a cell group. Do you want to 
share with others what the Lord has done 
in your life? Please, join a cell group. 

A particularly disheartening trend 
here at Redeemer is the lack of those 
people who are willing to lead a cell 
group. Without someone who has the 
desire to be a leader, those who ear- 
nestly desire to learn more about the 


Lord will have to look elsewhere then 
the Redeemer cell groups. It is no secret 
that Redeemer has a predominantly 
female population; it becomes most 
evident when you look at the number of 
males signed up for cell groups 

If you are reading this as a male, 
please answer me this: Are you ina cell 
group? If not, why not? Do you not 
have the desire to look into God’s Word 
with other Christians? Do you think 
you're fine on your own? Throughout 
Scripture we are encouraged to build 
each other up in love, encourage each 
other, and share our faith with cach 
other, Are you doing that here at 
Redeemer? 

If you are in a cell group, pray that 
your group might encourage one another 
in love. If you're not in a cell group, 
pray that God might provide other 
opportunities for you to encourage your 
fellow Christians in the Lord. Cell 
groups should be a blessing to those who 
are leading, as well as to those who 
participate every week. If you truly love 
the Lord and seek to do His will, you 
will be a blessing and will be blessed in 
return; a cell group is a good place to 
start. * 


LIFE CHAIN: FIGHTING WITH PEACE 


by Katharina Bastian 

On the sunny afternoon of Sunday 
October Sth, the Redeemer community 
once again showed its support in the 
fight against abortion, in a peaceful 
crusade for life. After a word of prayer 
by Eileen, a group of about sixty to 
seventy people headed out in carloads to 
Stoney Creek, where we met organizers 
at a local school, Armed with signs, 
people lined Highways 8 and 20 at short 
intervals, beginning our Life Chain. 

Having been one of the people with 
a car, | was asked to drive back and 
forth to report gaps in the chain to 
organizers, As a result | had the oppor- 


tunity to get a look at the overall effect 
of the chain. It was exhilarating to see 
all the people, young and old, standing 
up for their beliefs; cheering and 
waving as we drove by. Redeemer’s 
group was situated between Battlefield 
Park and Fiesta Mall, and I joined them 
after a while with my sign. My first 
impression as I watched the cars speed 
by, was one of incredulity that so many 
people could drive by without showing 
any response. The 7oronto Star reports 
that 100,497 abortions were performed 
in 1992, showing a yearly increase of 
5.7% now that the legislation legalizing 
abortion has been passed in Canada. 


The reactions that we did get seemed to 
vary from area to area of the chain. My 
own experience was that reactions were 
mixed, ranging from honks of support 
and thumbs up, to cries of “communist” 
and a few other unprintable words. 
Some groups reported nearly all positive 
feedback, and others all negative. 

One thing is certain however, our 
being there forced people to come face 
to face with the issue, and to think about 
it. If only one life is saved as a result of 
our Life Chain, it was worthwhile. | was 
proud to be part of Redeemer College as 
we stood up for what we believe as 
Christians. * 


STEEPLE CHASE 


Compiled by Heather DeHaan 


For those of you who are still searching for a church to attend regularly 
(or simply to visi), here is a list of some of the local congregations. 


Alliance Church 
Redeemer College Cafeteria 
(905) 304-0411 

Services: 11:00 a.m. 


Ancaster Baptist Church 
Todd Rd. west of Zehrs Plaza 
(905) 648-6694 

Services: 11:00 a.m. 


Ancaster Christian Reformed Church 
Fiddler's Green, Ancaster 

(905) 648-2232 

Services: 10:00 a.m, & 6:00p.m. 


? Ancaster Canadian Reformed Church 
Corner Hwy#53 and Shaver Rd, 
Ancaster 

(905) 383-6192 

Services: 9:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m. 
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Ancaster Independant CRC 
Alberton Rd, N. 

(905) 304-1608 

Services: 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 


Bethel Gospel Tabernacle 
1355 Upper Wellington St., Hamilton 
(905) 387-6530 
Services; 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m. 


Calvary Pentecostal Tabernacle 
139 Wilston St. East, Ancaster 
(905) 648-4544 

Services: 11:00 a.m. 


Fellowship CRC 

92 Glancaster Rd., Ancaster 
(905) 385-0004 

Services: 10:00 a.m, & 6:00 p.m. 


First Reformed Church 

201 Paradise Rd. N., Hamilton 
(905) 574-3900 

Services: 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 


Free Reformed Church 

1114 Mohawk Rd., Ancaster 
(905) 648-4943 

Services: 9:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m, 


Heritage Fellowship Baptist 
557 Hwy#53 West, Ancaster 
(905) 648-1103 

Services: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 


Immanuel CRC 

61 Mohawk Rd. West, Hamilton 
(905) 385-0662 

Services: 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 


Mount Hamilton CRC 

567 West Sth, Hamilton 

(905) 383-8315 

Services; 9:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 


MEDITATION 


Loneliness 
by Heather DeHaan 
Have you ever been in a huge group of 
people, laughing and talking, when 
suddenly you find yourself feeling 
totally alone--isolated from everyone 
else even while you are in the midst of 
them? Maybe you've never felt this 
way--I know that this happens to some 
people more than to others--but I suspect 
that at sometime, somewhere, you'll feel 
the need to escape from the crowd 
because being truly alone feels better 
than being “alone” when you are sur- 
rounded by laughing people 

And yet, this feeling can be avoided 
Lots of rest, good time-management 
skills, and other stress-relieving measures 
are all good preventative measures, And 
it goes without saying that the cultivation 
of close friendships, instead of only 
passing acquaintances, goes a long way 
towards warding off loneliness. You 
need to invest time, not simply in a billion 
activities and studies and entertainments, 
but in true friendships--the “gold-mines” 
that give you a place, a sense of belong- 
ing, and a thankfulness to God for the 
lives of those around you 

But, most of all, you need a friend- 
ship with God, not simply a “passing 
acquaintance.” Hearing that God loves 
you is not enough; you need to know it 
And this type of knowing doesn’t come 


from hearing about Someone. It comes 


from a close relationship with Someone, : 
cultivated relationship that involves lots 
of talking and listening; in this case, 
prayer and obedience 

You could call this relationship a 
“guaranteed investment.” If you put the 
time in, you are guaranteed a “good 
return.” Remember, you're asking for a 
relationship with the Father who doesn’t 
exchange stones for bread, the Judge who 
hears the widow’s constant pleading, and 
the Saviour who promised, “Seek, and ye 
shall find.” 

So I challenge you as | challenge 
myself: Take time to get to know your 
Saviour and Lord. Take time to serve 
Him. Then, on that lonely day, you will 
know that you are never alone, and you 
will be able to find comfort in your truest 
Father and Friend.* 


Mount Hamilton Independant 
567 West Sth, Hamilton 
Services: 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 


People’s Church 

510 Mohawk Rd. West, Hamilton 
(905) 574-3900 

Services: 10:45 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 


Ryerson United Church 
265 Wilson St. E., Ancaster 
(905) 648-2731 

Service: 10:45 a.m. 


St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
31 Sulphur Springs Rd., Ancaster 
Services: 11:00 a.m. 


St. John’s Anglican 
Wilson and Halson Streets 
(905) 648-2353 

Eucharist: 8:00 a.m. 
Worship: 10:00 a.m. 


? West Highland Baptist Church 
1605 Garth Street, Hamilton 
(905) 387-5385 

Services: 11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m, 
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liberal arts 
by David Van Minnen 
At my first contact with the Liberal 
Arts framework of education here at 
Redeemer, I was a bit too negative-- 
“Biology?! Why do I have to take this 
stuff?” But after lengthy philosophical 
reflection I have changed my ways. 
This was partly due to the fact that I 
actually enjoyed Biology (no brownie 
points, please). But more importantly, I 
came to realize just how often univer- 
sity students change their majors. 
Whereas this could be a devastating 
blow in a secular school, setting you 
back significantly, here at Redeemer, 
you are working from the same general 
required courses as a foundation, 
making a change of plans less traumatic. 
Aside from that there is great 
advantage in the well-rounded education 
when it comes to the general job- 


school for? I'd rather be a jack-of-all- 
trades-master-of-none than a specialist in 
a field that has no room for me. 

Some of us are here for our B.C.S., 
and some are here to go to post gradu- 
ate studies, and some are here for our 
MRS. Given the diversity of our inten- 
tions, Liberal Arts is the best founda- 
tion for all. 

Having said that, there are a few 
aggravations for those of us who are not 
going to change our minds, and would 
rather be able to avoid certain fields 
altogether in order to concentrate more 
intently on our own specific interests. 
The aggravations do not go away with 
our common answer, “This is not an art that here! What hypo- 
school, a Bible school, a Science school, _crites we would be if we 
etc.” taught only secular 

When you tack the word Christian _ literature without balanc- 
on anything, you are making a massive _ing it with some Chris- 
claim, and that not lightly. Christian tian literature! We slit 


Liberal Arts learning should be married 
to the Bible (even though this is not a 
Bible school, we are called to be Bible 
people). 

In the public forum, Christians are 
crying out for equal representation. We 
want creation to be taught alongside 
evolution (sad compromise to be sure) 
and the truth behind abortion to be 
known. We want people to be told 
about the unspeakable 
self-destruction of 
homosexuality . . . “at 
least an equal hearing” is 
the plea. But woe unto 
us if we don’t practice 


market, because let’s face it, how many 
graduates are in jobs that they went to 
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Theatre, Music, Art, Psychology 


and ... Math? 
by Hanna DeBoer 


When asked why I came to Redeemer four years 
ago, my first response is always, “The Liberal Arts 
education.” However when asked to define what I 
really mean by that I actually have to stop and think. 


motivation and determination. The courses which I 
liked but wasn’t good at challenged me to work 
harder and try my best. Both of these challenges 
have made me appreciate the areas I have chosen 


After much thought, I guess I would have to character- 
ize Liberal Arts education in terms of the 3 “C’s.” 
Challenge, Choices, Careers. 

The first of the “C’s” in Choices. Liberal Arts 
offers many choices. Choices of which courses to 
take, and the opportunity to change your mind and 
your direction, once, twice, and in my case, every 
year! I’ve found that Liberal Arts encourages you to 
expand your horizons as well as gain knowledge in 
areas you wouldn’t necessarily go normally but which 
only adds to and enhances your overall education. 

I’ve always had my career planned out ~ though that 
plan changed often -- and I probably would have been 
in university forever if it wasn’t for Liberal Arts 
education. 

The second “C” is challenge. Liberal Arts has 
challenged me to be what I am. The courses which I 
didn’t care for (hated actually!) challenged me to have 


and the courses which I do like and do well at even 
more than I would normally, When I get the school 
“blahs,” I just go to a math or science class and 
suddenly my other courses seem better! 

I’m in my last year now and my Liberal Arts 
education has come to the third “C,” careers. I’m 
thankful for the choices I’ve been given and yes, I 
see a career ahead of me now that was never there 
before. I also don’t always appreciate the challenges 
of the courses which I don’t like and at which I have 
to struggle. Especially this, when motivation is low, 
courses in my major and minor are low, and courses 
which are difficult are high. I’m finding and have 
found it difficult, and I don’t always have nice 
things to say about it, but Liberal Arts education 
has helped to make me what I am today and I am 
grateful for that. I wouldn’t want it any other way. 
Seriously. 


a a Eee ee eee 
The Question of 


Liberal Arts... 


Shelley Hogeveen 

My understanding of a liberal arts 
program is that it seeks to provide a 
broad base of knowledge with a 
strength in one area, in order to expose 
students to various perspectives and 
encourage other levels or ways‘of 
thinking. It seeks to avoid a narrowly- 
channelled understanding of but one 
particular area of life or knowledge. | 
believe there is value to the idea of 
getting a rounded education, a better 
sense of self and how to operate in this 
world, which this system attempts to 
encourage. However, I also believe that 
it is an idealistic notion which sounds 
exciting upon entering college, but 
which upon exitting can suddnely 
develop into a very frightening situation 
for a graduate. As my roommate, 
Michelle ter Haar expressed quite 
succinctly, “Liberal arts education is a 
wonderful personal growth experience, 
but does it provide the necessary skills 
for a job?” 

Looking back, I realize I did not 
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consider the ramifications of coming to 
Redeemer College, nor did I take the 
time before entering study here to 
consider what “liberal arts education “ 
actually meant, For instance, the taking 
of courses like biology (to name but one 
core course) although informative, isn’t 
exactly crucial to my de; ired course of 


study in English and The ie Cup 


would provide a stronger 


< > yn3 
security in a very open-én 
‘ourse, when you decide 1 
aoe 


highly concentrated program) you cast 
yourself within a world of ideas which 
is not so streamlined into a career other 
than the obvious choice of continued 
academics. For the student not wishing 
to pursue that option, some innovation 
may be required in finding a job that is 
not specifically connected with one’s 
training. I have noticed that when one 


mentions the need to 
receive practical skills for 
the work force, some professor always 
counters that you are gaining something 
equal: discipline for work, a well- 
trained mind, Yet how many English 
students, lacking specific job skills, are 
out in the working world and casting 


om the hodge-podge of 
information and self-awareness a work- 
ing role for herself, which takes much 
self-motivation and the constant re- 
minder to view it as a challenge rather 
than with dread. Although the program 
is supposed to provide a strength in one 
area of training, sometimes that strength 
isn’t very strong. At Redeemer, this 


liberal arts 


our students’ throats if we teach them 
Freud and Jung without the Bible’s 
response to their postulations con- 
stantly being brought to light 
(Eph.5:11). How dangerous to assume 
upon the Christianity of the students 
and trust that they will automatically 
see things from a Biblical perspective. 
We are here to train to go out and 
influence the world (among other 


problem is compounded with the fact 
of being a small institution. In many 
concentrations of study, courses tend 


3 by way of © 
comparison, at another institution I 
took an entire semester in one small 
period in the history of art. Although 
the fault does not lie with our excellent 
teaching staff who are seriously ham- 
pered by lack of funding to expand the 
upper level curriculum, the reality is 
that many students do feel insecure in 
their training because of this situation. 
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hings). We are not here to be influ- 
‘nced by the world, Or are we becom- 
ng like the world so we can be God's 
secret agents? 

The whole idea of Christian educa- 
‘ion is to have an affect on the world. . 
are we being trained for that purpose 
ind with that goal? Are we learning 
how to actively bring the redemptive 

message to every area of creation? 
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Before I am painted by readers of 
this article as an opponent of liberal arts 
education, I would like to state that I do 
see much value in this system. I have 
benefitted from the opportunity for 


tian foundation I have acquired and 
more doggedly sought the specific skills 
I needed to pursue my future. Perhaps 
doing so should have involved studying 
at a different institution. The time I 
spent here wasn’t wasted, but was it the 
best choice for me to have made? I wish 
I could give an unqualified “yes” to that 
question, but at this point, I can not. 
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LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION: 


VARIETY IS THE SPICE... 


by Derek Miedema 

When I first came to Redeemer, I had almost no idea what a “liberal 
arts” education was. To be honest, the fact that Redeemer offered this 
kind of education didn’t even come close to being a factor in my deci- 
sion to come here. As I have progressed through my years here, 
though, I have come to understand and love the 
concept of liberal arts education, though not with 
rough spots along the way. 

Quite basically, liberal arts is what makes us have 
to take core courses in almost every discipline 
Redeemer has to offer. Math and Theatre Arts 
majors both have to take Biology 101 or another 
introductory science course, to use the dreaded 
“bonehead Bio” as an example. While I personally 
didn’t have to take any biology courses because of 
my high school credits, I was forced to take both 
introductory religion courses because I came from 
the pagan (I mean public) school system where 
equivalents were not offered. 

My love for the liberal arts system probably stems 
from the fact that I have never hated any class I’ve 
been in. Psychology, history, english and music 
were at the very least tolerable classes. There is not 
really one particular area of study which I abhor, 
though art is not a forte of mine. And so, by giving 
me so much variety in my first two years of study 
here, liberal arts opened up doors which hadn’t even 
existed for me in high school. 

And perhaps my situation is abnormal, but I had 
somewhat of an academic conversion experience 


What would happen if we knocked down the walls 


because of liberal arts education: When I left 
highschool, I had OAC’s in Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Algebra and Calculus, among others. 
Two first-year calculus courses and three biology 
courses here wrung any mathematical or scientific 
aspirations out of my system and I was set adrift 
on the sea of academic decision. Just as I was 
giving up hope of ever finding my area of study, I 
stumbled into Political Science 121, which was 
followed by POL 122 the next semester (I modi- 
fied my schedule to fit it in) and that by many 
more political science courses. In addition, several 
upper level religion courses caught my fancy, and 
that is now my minor. I also decided soon after to 
enter the pre-seminary program. 

There may well be doubters among the readers 
of this article, but let my story be a testimony to 
the merits of liberal arts education. He who once 
was a biology major\math minor is now a political 
science major \religion and theology minor in the 
pre-seminary program. Granted, not every student 
at Redeemer undergoes such a radical shift as I 
have, but even those who don’t are still given a 
wider view of the academic realm. No longer is 
my world purely biology or calculus, political 
science or religion, but it also includes snippits of 
pschology, english, history and theatre arts. “And 
that,” so to speak, “has made all the difference.” 


The | 


between the dorms? What new rules would apply? If 
you had to set it all up, how would you make it work? 


| PROS & CONS 
If you want to contribute your two cents worth, call ab si) ‘Wi Ss 
Mar Harsevoort at 648-4012 or ext 308, or come over . ell 823 = ie 
and visit, unless you are a boy and it is after eleven. ee ah 


Submit your articles to the Crown disk by November 2. 


By Debra Van Noord 

My liberal arts degree has been 
very beneficial for me in my job as an 
Assistant Manager at Canada Trust. 
Seven years ago, I graduated with a 
business degree from Redeemer Col- 
lege. As I began training for the posi- 
tion with Canada Trust I had some 
anxiety wondering if I was prepared to 
face this challenge. Now I believe my 
education prepared me quite well. I gained a lot of 
knowledge through my business courses which I put to 
use. The seemingly endless preparation and presenta- 
tion of case studies sharpened my analytical and deci- 


Art Work by Ken Vanderstoep 


my liberal arts degree helped round out my knowledge 
and helped me throughout my job. 

At times I wondered why I had to take so many 
courses but I came to appreciate them while I was 
working. The grammar and writing classes with 
Professor Cook prepared me for writing the regular 
reports on employees’ performance. In my Lifespan 
Psychology class I gained a well-rounded knowledge of 
the different stages of people’s developments. It al- 
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LIFE AFTER LIBERAL ARTS 


lowed me to better understand the elderly clients who made up 
the majority of our financial base. 

In another class I have taken, a sociology class with Profes- 
sor MacLarkey, I learned about the trends within society and 
later used that information to understand the marketing strate- 
gies head office employed. Courses in other disciplines allowed 
me to relate better to the professionals I served. 

Classes in Calvin's Institutes with Professor John Bolt made 
our doctrines come alive for me, something which happened to 
my surprise! It helped me understand my questions and when I 
discussed my faith with my co-workers, I was much better able 
to give clear answers to their questions. Not only was I work- 
ing to apply Christian business ethics but there was a growing 
focus within Canada Trust to teach similar values. I knew the 
marketplace was not moving towards embracing Christian 
values per se, but I began to feel more and more at home as we 
were encouraged to develop a positive work environment 
veloping these characteristics. I was easily able to 
Mg integrity, team building within the staff, 
and caring towards others. In fact, one of the 

fended to us as management was an excellent 
Pree, a Christian author. I was encouraged to 
had learned at Redeemer College in my work 


ing to be back at Redeemer College and learning 
again; I feel very fortunate to be here. I decided to return to 
Redeemer College to pursue a career in teaching because I 
wanted to focus on developing people rather than business. 
There was an increasing emphasis on developing business 
within my position which was moving away from my focus of 
developing people. I’m not sure what the future brings and 
sometimes that’s pretty scary but mostly it’s exciting. I’m 
looking forward knowing that the Lord will continue to use me 
and bless me. 
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ACADEMIC THOUGHTS, WORDS & EVENTS 


"ED AGAIN 


by Winston D. Neutel* 

based on an interview with Dr, Justin 
Cooper, Friday October 12, 1994 

Redeemer College has its asterisk back. At 
the recent annual meeting of the Association 
of the Universities and Colleges of Canada, 
it was decided that institutions which 
subscribed to a “faith statement” would be 
again singled out in the membership list 
with an asterisk and a footnote. 

But perhaps we should begin with a 
short history of the asterisk. Prior to last 
year’s annual meeting, three institutions in 
the AUCC’s membership list had an asterisk 
beside their name on the list, pointing to a 
footnote at the bottom of the page which 
read “has a faith statement and/or code of 
conduct.” These three institutions were 
Trinity Western University, Redeemer 
College, and The King’s University College 
At last year’s meeting it was proposed that 
the AUCC have three categories of member- 
ship instead of just one type. The first 
category would be for the big universities, 
the second would be affiliated schools, and 
the third would be institutions with a faith 
statement. Members of this third category 
would not be full members of the AUCC. In 
summary, this proposal was defeated, due to 
the opposition of the institutions who would 
fall into the second and third categories. In 
the meantime, however, the asterisk and 
footnote had been dropped from the “faith 
statement” schools as it would have been 
unnecessary had the proposal passed. 

So the asterisk was “in limbo” for the 
At this year’s AUCC meeting, 
however, it was decided to “go back to the 
old system,” according to Dr. Justin Cooper, 
President of Redeemer College. There was 
actually very little discussion of the issue, as 
it was pushed back to the end of the agenda 
in favour of discussion of the Liberal 
government's budget-cutting measures, 
announced the previous day. The main basis 
for the decision was that, according to the 
AUCC “institutions with faith statements 
limit academic freedom,” Dr. Cooper said. 
Institutions with faith statements were also 
asked to mention in their literature wherever 
they mention that they are members of the 
AUCC, that they also have a faith statement. 
Dr. Cooper pointed out that Redeemer 
already does this; “It’s not something we try 
to hide, we’re proud of it . It's who we 
are. It’s what we’re all about.” He also 
noted that it is the reason that students come 


ACADEMIC 
EVENTS 


October 21: Inauguration of Dr. 
Justin Cooper as President of 
Redeemer College 


past year 


November 3: Opening ceremony 
for the Dooyeweerd Centre for 
Christian Philosophy. Special 


guest speaker: Dr. H. Evan Run- 
ner 


November 9: Faculty colloquium 
by Dr. John Byl 


December 6: Faculty colloquium 
(speaker not yet confirmed) 


A quick peek at next semester: 
January 18-19: Stalcy lecture 
series. This year’s speaker is Dr. 
Mark Noll, McManis Professor of 
Christian Thought and Professor of 
History at Wheaton College 


to Redeemer. 

The AUCC’s Standing Advisory 
Committee on the Act and Bylaws, which 
had proposed the changes in membership 
criteria, is also working on a statement on 
academic freedom, A first draft of this 
statement was circulated over the summer. 
It included a section on schools with faith 
statements. Dr. Cooper said he discussed 
the statement with the faculty and they 
formulated a response. He indicated that 
they were not entirely happy with the 
statement. The second draft has since come 
out, and there seem to be only minor 
changes. Dr. Cooper said that these deci- 
sions seem to assume that faith statements 
are a result of fear, that schools with such 
statements “are afraid .. . [to let] anybody 
do what they want. I don’t see it [the 
statement] as being done out of fear, but as 
being done out of affirmation.” Again, 
Redeemer’s faith statement is a positive, not 
a negative, to the faculty that are here. In 
the end, while we may not like the way it is 
phrased in the statement, all that would be 
required of Redeemer by the statement 
would be that “any prof that we hire be 
apprised of the fact that we have a faith 
statement and that they have to work in 
terms of that.” Again, this is something 
Redeemer already does, with pride, because 
that is exactly what the faculty who come 
here want 

When asked what effect the asterisk 
will have on those reading the list, Dr. 
Cooper said he did not think that it had 
much effect if any. He said that he thought 


the information in the footnote was “patently 


obvious” even without the asterisk and 
footnote. He does not believe that having 
the asterisk in the past had ever caused any 
problems. Any difficulty Redeemer or its 
graduates might have had in gaining 
acceptance in the academic world would 
have occurred regardless of whether there 
was an asterisk in the AUCC membership 
list or not. He also pointed out that the only 
graduate school that has ever entirely 
refused to recognize Redeemer’s degree 
because of Redeemer’s religious position, 
the University of British Colombia, changed 
its stance on the issue in this past year. 

In conclusion, Dr. Cooper, said that 
Redeemer should “wear the asterisk with 
pride.” He also indicated that if students 
still had concerns after reading this article, 
he would be happy to hold a meeting to 
discuss the matter with them. Students can 
indicate their interest in such a meeting by 
sending e-mail or ICM mail to the 
CROWN.¥ 
*has a faith statement. 
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The Psalms: Prayer Book of God’s People 


by David T. Koyzis 


Although there are riches to be found throughout the Bible, my favourite book is 
probably the Psalms, the chief liturgical book of both Judaism and Christianity. In my 
personal Bible the gold edges of the section containing the Psalms are nearly worn off. 
Obviously this is the book I read the most, and my own daily prayer life revolves very 
largely around the Psalms. Why have I come to love them over the years? Because they 
express the full range of experiences of God’s people over the centuries. They convey 
every shade of emotion, from the deepest despair to unreserved joy. They begin with a 
quiet affirmation that the person finding delight in God’s law will be as secure as a tree 
planted beside a river. They end with a rousing summons to the whole of creation to 


praise Yahweh with music and dancing. 


In between, we find Psalms expressing sentiments which may make us uncomfort- 
able, What shall we make of the author of Psalm 137 when, in his grief over his 
people’s exile, he expresses the desire to see the Edomites’ babies dashed against the 
rocks? (Imagine singing this at a pro-life rally!) What do we do with the so-called 
imprecatory psalms that call down God's judgement on the psalmist’s enemies? These 
are not easy to sing. Few of the hymns being written today by, say, Brian Wren or Fred 
Pratt Green spend much time asking God to destroy our enemies. At the very least, 
modern sensibilities would consider this impolite, if not scandalous. 

Then there are the psalms of lament, which make up a rather large proportion of 
this collection. Life for the ancient Israelites was no easier than it is for us today, 
During a bout with depression two years ago, my daily reading of the Psalms took me 
through these laments on a regular basis, For possibly the first time in my life I did not 
find the likes of Psalm 88 an embarrassment. Suddenly I could feel what the psalmist 
must have felt when he ended his song on the bleakest of notes, “now darkness is my 
one companion left.” These psalms too became a part of me, and I came to understand 
that even the most firmly planted believers who delight in God’s law undergo experi- 
ences that make them occasionally want to yell at God and ask why? 

But ultimately the Psalms testify to Jesus Christ, and this is why we can sing them 
with confidence. There are, of course, explicitly messianic psalms, such as 2, 22, 69, 72 
and 110. Many were written for the reigning monarch of the house of David, but find 
their true fulfilment in the promised Son of David. Martin Luther and Isaac Watts 
inserted overt references to Christ in their own metrical paraphrases of the Psalms. 
(Read through the verses of Luther's A Mighty Fortress, which is based on Psalm 46.) 
Some christian traditions even place a trinitarian doxology at the end of every chanted 
Psalm “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 


beginning, is now, and will be for ever.” 


But the New Testament writers find references to Christ even in those Psalms that 
are not overtly messianic in focus (e.g., 41:9, cited in John 13:18), Postbiblical christian 
saints have often gone to great lengths to find Christ in the Psalms. While some of these 
efforts are perhaps not entirely convincing, they nevertheless point us to the truth that, 
like the rest of the Old Testament, the whole of the Psalter finds its ultimate fulfilment 
in the person of the Saviour. Even a bleak Psalm such as 88, which seems so bereft of 
hope, should tell us in no uncertain terms that, in the midst of adversity, God in Christ 
has already been there and knows what it’s like to have darkness as his only companion. 
Surely we can draw strength from this to carry us through the days and years ahead, 


whatever they may hold in store for us.¥ 


Cows, Crocodile Heads & Fossils 


by Marilyn Tosh 

On Friday, September 23, the Australian 
scientist, Dr. John McKay spoke during 
activity period about the issue of Evolution 
verses Creation. So for those of you who 
did miss it J will try to give you some new 
information. Dr. McKay started his talk by 
asking us, “If evolution is true, what is the 
evidence?” Since not many of us could 
answer the question, he explained that there 
was no proof. He showed us a fossil of a 
shellfish that the evolutionists had decided 
was extinct; then he showed us a slide of the 
same animal that was taken off the coast of 
Australia, This shellfish presents a problem 
because it isn't really extinct and it hasn’t 
changed into something else. So what did 
happen? The shellfish got smaller. The 
fossil was much bigger than the real live 
thing. 

Dr. McKay went on to show us many 
more examples of animals that were once 
much bigger than they are now. For 
instance, he had a picture of a crocodile 
head that was the size of aman. Today only 
an entire crocodile gets to be that big. 

Talking about things being bigger-- 
could you imagine a tree that extended 130 
knf from where it broke off at the base to 
where the first branch emerged? Dr, 
McKay’s point in all this was to illustrate 
that things are not getting bigger and better, 


but that they seem to be degenerating. 

Fossil trees and animals are recognizable as 
such because they are the same today. In 
fact, ninty-nine percent of the insects found 
in fossil form are still found today as living 
organisms. According to Dr. McKay, why 
haven’t these trees and animals changed into 
something else? 

Dr. McKay had us consider something 
different. Many ancient writings of the 
Egyptians show us that they were breeding 
cows much the same as today and we still 
have cows, There has been no record in the 
past 4000 years of breeding cows, of one 
cow that has changed into something 
different. 

The discussion switched topics again-- 
now to see what science has to say for 
evolution. Dr. McKay introduced us to 


Carver, Kempler, Newton and Pasteur, all of 


whom were Christians. With irony, Dr. 
McKay quipped “Bet your science text 
didn’t tell you that.” Pasteur, a contempo- 
rary of Darwin, repeatedly refuted what 
Darwin said, His experiments with sponta- 
neous life proved that out of nothing comes 
nothing, which contradicts what Darwin's 
theory says. 

One question I myself had and which 
Dr. McKay answered was, “What about the 
Second Law of Thermodynamics?” For 
those of you who can’t remember what that 


law is, it states that all things tend toward 
disorder--your room, for instance, if you 
don’t clean up once in a while. According 
to Dr. McKay, there is lots of proof for 
entropy. Any experiment done in or out of 
the lab will demonstrate it. There is not one 
person that can come up with any evidence 
to disprove entropy, so that means that 
science is contradicting science by also 
suggesting that things tend to evolve, to 
become bigger and better. The only problem 
with this argument is that there is no proof 
for the theory of evolution, while there is 
evidence for entropy--a proven law is being 
pitted against an unproven theory, This 
argument, along with the many other 
examples that Dr, McKay gladly shared with 
us, have given him the impression that 
evolution is not even worthy of the title 
“theory.” 

Dr. McKay also questioned the belief of 
those who would like to say that God used 
the theory of evolution to create the world, 
stating that they should compare the order in 
which evolutionists claim the world evolved 
and the order of development set out in 
Genesis. This comparison leads to the 
discovery that there are many differences 
between the two accounts. 

If you are interested in any further 
reading material on this subject, I should be 
receiving a copy of the book available, along 
with some more information, I would also 
be willing to share my notes with you. 

P.S. What is the evidence? 
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With an official opening on November 
3, 1994, Redeemer College presents the 


in an exhibtion entitled, //orizons. This 
exhibtion is an opportunity for Re- 
deemer College, Ancaster, and the 
Greater Hamilton comunity to experi- 
ence Groen's most current body of 
works. 

Al. Groen is an artist, who, for the 
last five years has dealt with the theme 
of "impluses of colour" through multi- 
media landscapes. Groen's work 
explores horizons, both internal and 


mediums, vivid and sombre colours and 
on a variety of scales. Horizons is an 
exhibitiion that invites one to consder 
one's own horizons, hopes, desires and 
present state of being through visual 
contemplation. 

The work of Al. Groen is repre- 
sented by the Shelley Lambe Gallery, 
Dennison Gallery and ValenArt & 
Associates Inc. in Toronto as well as 
Galerie Rochon. Groen has recently had 
exhibitions in the Metro Toronto Con- 
vention Visitors Assoc. and Gallery 306, 
and his works are a part of many private 
collections, both in Canada and the 
USA 

For the past fourteen years, Groen 
has taught art courses on the high school 
level. Over the years, Groen has also 
made contributions as a Freelance Art 
Director and Illustrator, 

Redeemer College is please to 
present Horizons, Groen's most recent 
body of works to the public. All are 
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which there will be a punch reception 


by Michelle ter Haar, Show Curator 


work of Richmond HIII artist, Al. Groen, 


external, through unconventional uses of 


welcome to attend the official opening at 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AT REDEEMER & ABROAD 


by Grant Gunnink 

AIDS is something that we at Redeemer College do 
not have to face or, for the most part, worry about 
We usually feel sorry for those who have con- 
tracted AIDS through no fault of their own but we 
feel righteously justified when we hear of people 
who have contracted the disease through lifestyle. 
However, this is not a biblical attitude of Christian 
love, but what do we do in response? Well, Mark 
and Dan Wilson, Josh Geertsema, and I (the 
Sinister Minister) stepped into this grey area last 
January after | responded to an ad in the Ego 
Section requesting all styles of music to be chosen 
for an AIDS benefit CD. My first reaction was 
“Hey--secular publicity for a Christian rap group” 
and I sent in our album submitting the song called 
“No Means No” for the CD. I prayed.oyer the tape 
before I sent it out because | wasn’t sure if the 
song's blatant gospel messagé would get our tape 
turned down. But I took a step in faith and re- 
solved that I would not hide as an evangelistic 
Christian. 

When our song was selected it really affirmed 
to me that God wilfopen doors and that he will 
provide if.we seek his will. The song itselfis a 
standpoint on date rape, but it also covers abuse 
towards women and asks males to reconcile this 
problem. The means of restoration in the song 
between mea and women js definitely biblical. 

This song has been described as “too graphic” 
by some, but this has been outweighed by past 
abuse victims Who have come up to me after a 
concert and thanked me for confronting the issue of 
abuse. In so far as the involvement with raising 


money for the AIDS benefit, | know some people 
would question a Christian's involvement because of 
the lifestyles surrounding the disease while others 
would applaud it because it shows the church is 
moving into the '90s 

My reason for AIDS awareness, and I think it is 
a biblical one, is simply this. There is a big need for 
someone to bring the gospel to the homosexual and 
high risk lifestyle community... The only, way to 
effectively reach out to people is to show you care 
for them--like Jesus who was willing to touch the 
lepers, He showed compassion and then told them 
10 sifimo more» This is the least | can do to show the 
AIDS community that the chureh cares for them and 
maybe God will open doors through our exposure 
from this project. 

] apologize for sounding preachy but the 
Eyangelical/Reformed calling of Christians is to take 
Christ everywhere in our lives and society and let 
him transform it. Through our rap music, we try to 
proyide Christian perspectives to deal with what is 
happening in society today, and we try to bring the 
gospel to society at a level which they will under- 
stand 

Our group's name is Hi Priority, we've been 
around for about two and a half years and we love to 
perform and put on a good show. We would appre- 
ciate your support in our outreach. | invite you to 
See us in concert sometime. See for yourself that 
this style of music is effective and powerful in 
bringing the gospel of Christ to the youth of our 
society. It’s where I grew up--Jesus changed me and 
now | want to bring him back to were | came from. * 


and an opportunity to meet the artist.* 


THE CONCERT CHOIR THIS SEMESTER ... 


by Kevin Huinink 
(non-music major, but lover of music) 
Back to reality. While some of us still 
think back fondly to the days of travel 
along the eastern coast of Canada last 
May (and clear the red sand of P.E.| 
from between our toes), more work and 
practice is staring us in the face. The 
repertoire of the 1993/94 choir season 
has been put to rest on the shelves of the 
music library, and the dust has been 
blown off new (to us) pieces 

The concert choir has always been 
quick to get to work on the pieces that it 
performs for the given year, and this year 
is definitely no exception, The director, 


Chris Teeuwsen, seems to be excited 
about the sound that is coming from this 
year’s new and old (again, to us) voices 
that make up the thiry-seven member 
ensemble 

So, what is the choir singing? Those 
who know the choir from past experience 
know that they can expect a wide range 
of musical styles. Pieces will include 
works by Vivaldi (a few centuries old, 
but classic stuff), Grotenhuis (a still 
living director/composer from Dordt 
College (some of my favourite stuff), 
Buxtehude (Boo-ksta-hoo’-de--again, a 
few centuries old), G.F. Handel (the one 


who wrote the Messiah), and many 
others 

The choir has four engagements to 
look forward to this semester. On Friday, 
October 21, the choir will be participat- 
ing in the inauguration ceremonies of Dr 
Justin Cooper. On Sunday, October 30, a 
number of Hamilton area churches will 
be having a combined Reformation Day 
service at which the choir has been asked 
to sing. The first full concert will be on 
Friday, November 11 at 8:00 p.m, at 
Central Presbyterian Church in Hamilton 
This will be a benefit concert for 
Rwanda, The concert choir will share the 


stage with two other ensembles and other 
soloists. The concert will also feature a 
good deal of audience participation in 
song. The funds will be collected viaa 
free-will offering. Finally, Wednesday, 
December 7, (note the Wednesday) 
marks the date of the choir’s annual 
Advent/Christmas concert. This will take 
place in the Redeemer College Audito- 
rium, The choir will be accompanied by 
a fourteen to fifteen member chamber 
orchestra. Tickets for this engagement 
are available from the front office or by 
calling (905) 648-213 1.* 


LLL 
CYRANO DE BERGERAC: Plenty of Panache in this Play 


reviewed by Bradley J. Cuzen 

| cannot do justice to this play by writing 
this article. It is beyond my capacities as 
an author and a journalist. However, | 
will endeavour to convince you that it is 
well worth your while to take the trip to 
Stratford to see this year’s production of 
Cyrano de Bergerac. 

“Are you looking at my nose?” 
demands the title character of a gawking 
spectator. As the story opens, we are 
introduced to Cyrano de Bergerac, whose 
“passionate, romantic spirit” is sadly 
disguised by his unfortunate physical 
appearance, Yet, Cyrano is a fighter, 


who prides himself in his “wilful defi- 
ance" which he calls his panache. 
Briefly, Cyrano is the tragic history of a 
man who has the incredible capacity to 
love, but whose love remains unrequited. 
Pining after the beautiful Roxane, Cyrano 
expresses his affections by writing love 
letters on behalf of Roxane’s handsome 
but ineloquent suitor, Christian. It is not 
until a hapless twist of fate brings 
Cyrano’s life to an end that he reveals his 
true colours, and dies clinging to his 
panache. 

Of a large and talented cast, it is 
Colm Feore who shines above them all. 


Incredibly natural in the role of Cyrano, 
Feore leaps about the stage with 
unquenchable physical and rhetorical 
agility. Feore has a long history in the 
Stratford Theatre, as his biography 
illustrates, and this performance is 
evidence of his remarkable artistic and 
theatrical competence. Another actor of 
note is Mervyn Blake, for whom Cyrano 
marks his thiry-seventh consecutive 
season at Stratford. 

My congratulations go out to the set 
designers of Cyrano, and the ability of 
the cast and crew to provide remarkably 
swift, smooth and intricately choreo- 


graphed scene changes throughout the 
production. Of particular interest are the 
conversion of a theatre to a bakery (when 
did that happen?), and the transition from 
the battle scene to the nunnery (especially 
the falling leaves). Technically speaking, 
the production was virtually flawless, 
right down to the immaculate and dra- 
matic curtain call. 

There is still time to make the trip to 
Stratford: Cyrano de Bergerac runs until 
Nov. 12, 1994. If you didn’t make it to 
Stratford this summer, and cherish the 
chance to be moved both intellectually 
and emotionally, don’t miss this chance. ¥* 
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SPORTS AND ACTIVE RECREATION 


HIGHS and Lows 


in the World of Soccer 


by Jim Krale 

Soccer, just like any other sport, can 
present the athletes that participate in the 
game with both good and bad situations. 
Redeemer’s teams are not exempt from 
this reality either. This issue's high 
concerns Shane Barneveld and our low 
involves Deb Vanderkruk. 

It was September 10. It was the 
Lady Royals’ second game of two on 
their first day of soccer of 1994. Deb, 
hopeful of a good second season with 
Redeemer, was playing in this game. 
Then, in the second half, Deb crossed 
shins with an opposing player and 
fractured both her tibia and fibia in her 
leg. Deb’s soccer season ended prema- 
turely that afternoon. 

Deb was understandably disap- 
pointed. Forced to watch from even 
further away than the bench, she had to 
deal with not even “thinking of making 
and impact” upon the team's success. 
“It’s not like sitting on the bench,” says 
Deb, “it’s worse!” 

Deb’s spirits are not that low 
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anymore though. She has supported the 
team through their season and her 

greatest concern soon became “watching 
other players and seeing the potential of 
the same [accident] happening to them.” 

It was September 17. It was the 
second game of the season for the 
Redeemer guys' soccer team. Shane 
Barneveld, hopeful of a good first season 
with Redeemer, scored Redeemer's only 
goal of that game. Shane showed that he 
was willing and able to make a contribu- 
tion to this year’s season. 

Shane has played well with the 
Royals this fall. He’s been a strong 
offensive force and scored a second goal 
for Redeemer in a later game. What he 
has enjoyed the most, however, is being a 
part of a group of guys that has worked 
together hard this season. 

"Yesterday was such a team thing,” 
is how Shane refered to the men's soccer 
team’s tie with Humber College (which 
was ranked second nationally at the 
time.) “We've got a good team this year 
and I’m happy to be a part of that."* 


A successful season for Shane Barneveld; a tough break for Deb Vanderkruk. 


THE MUSCLE WORD SEARCH 


PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAMS WHOSE NAMES DO NOT END IN AN “S" 


Congratulations to 
the Redeemer 
Royals Men’s 
Soccer team who 
tied the Humber 
Hawks on Thursday, 
October 13. The 


Hawks were rated 
second in the 
nation in College 
Soccer. Way to go 
guys! You certainly 
are our team of the 
week! 


Congratulations 
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Men’‘s Soccer 
Lost 3-0 to Mohawk 
Lost 3-1 fo George Brown 
Lost 3-1 to Sheridan 
Tied 1-1 to Humber 


Women’s Soccer 
Won 2-1 over Seneca 


Lost to Mohawk 

Won 2-1 over George Brown 
Lost 1-0 to Mohawk 

Lost 5-0 to Seneca 


Hockey Not in Canada 


by Jack Klooster 
The players are sitting down and talking 
hockey. The owners are sitting down and 
talking hockey. The fans are sitting down 
and watching some stupid arm wresting 
contest on 7SN. Life is bad right now. No 
baseball (albeit the Blue Jays were already 
listening to Roseanne bellow out a less- 
than-melodious tune), and now no hockey. 
Sports fans are being deprived of two of the 
few things that make fall bearable: hockey 
and the World Series. Turn on the famed 
Sportsline at 11:35 on any given night and 
the lead story is focusing on some high 
school athlete named Bubba who will 
probably never play pro sports anyways. 
(Not many Canadian high school football 
players make the NFL, or even the CFL for 
that matter.) 

Anyways, being co-sports editor of the 
Redeemer College CROWN, | feel as 
though it is partly my responsibility to offer 


SPIKE! 


by Kevin Huinink 

Mark Stegeman (class of '92) is one of 
Redeemer's past sports figures, specifically in 
the area of soccer. Mark was known for his 
skills as an overly-possessive defenceman, 
His abilities and work were recognized by the 
OCAA by placing him on the All-Star team 
twice. Mark was a member of the Redeemer 
varsity soccer team for four years. In his first 
year, he received the M.I.P award. In his 
fifth year, because of OCAA regulations, he 
was not allowed to play for the varsity team. 
To keep his feet on the field, he assumed the 
job of assistant coach for the women's varsity 
soccer team. Also in his first year, Mark was 
a member of the badminton team and was 
recognized as the team M.V.P. 

Mark is married to Renie (nee Hazenberg) 
and they live in Barrie. Renie teaches in the 
Holland Marsh Christian School. Mark is 
enjoying tutoring and supply teaching in the 
area, and hopes to attain a full-time teaching 
position in a Barrie area christian elementary 
school. * 


Tampa Bay _ Lightning 
Miami Heat 
Chicago White Sox 
Orlando Magic 
Boston Red Sox 
Utah Jazz 


Find the above city names and 
nicknames of Pro Sports teams in 
the puzzle. Words can run in any 
direction and the remaining letters 
spell yet another team’s name. 


alternatives to the sports fans on campus. 
You know, things to pass the time and 
stuff. Well, | have decided to start making 
up my own arm wrestling collecting cards. 
I have the first and only John Brziak rookie 
card, which | personally value at about 
fifteen dollars. The second time filler I 
might suggest is going out and playing 
sports. Sports were invented to allow 
people to have a little competitive fun, not 
to make overwhelmingly large amounts of 
money. [| must admit that something pulls 
at my heart when a guy, who shall remain 
nameless, (O.K., it's Barry Bonds, the bum) 
makes 7.1 million dollars a year before 
going on strike, then after going on strike 
pleads to a judge to lower his monthly 
child payments to his ex-wife. How can a 
man like that explain to his child why he 
took his Mommy to court. While there 
might not be any good sports on television 
nowadays, there are still some Redeemer 
sports teams that would enjoy, some fan 
support, so lets turn our support to the good 
old Royals and cheer them on. (Go club 
Volleyball!) * 


Did You Know... 


(0 In the early days of 
baseball, a fielder could 
get a runner out by 
throwing the ball at the 
runner and hitting him! 


() Babe Ruth earned $600 
in his first season! 


(0 Lighting at Shea Stadium 
costs over $250,000 a 
year! 


Compiled by Aaron Harnden 
& Jim Krale 
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“Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the cause of the widow.” 


-lsaiah 1:17b- 


by Richard Zekveld 

The church remained cloistered behind 
its stained glass windows while, not too 
far away, the blood of its fellow image 
bearers ran throughout the land, staining 
the nation’s conscience. The shattered 
society pursued an agenda which in- 
cluded a brutal holocaust. The body of 
Christ, claiming a vast army as numerous 
as the sand on the seashore, was only 
able to raise a finger to stop the blood- 
shed. The church was a sleeping giant 
and her one finger was limited in its 
effectiveness. 

That radical finger has always 
embarrassed the church, It makes her 
feel uncomfortable as it challenges her to 
action, and tries to jab her out of her 
peaceful, tolerant slumber. Of course, 
such lethargy is understandable. As 
products of our culture we become 
accustomed to the fluttering swastikas 
overhead. Alright, give the church some 
credit. It perturbs us when the ashes of 
the “Jewish rat” float over the country- 
side and the dismembered body of the 
preborn child is disposed of at the 
landfill sight. Yet we do not see the 
evidence. The killers are masked by 


white lab coats and Ph.D.s, as they speak 
of “the fetus” and about the hierarchy of 
races in sophisticated terms. We sigh, 
wag our heads, and go about our daily 
business. 

“Ho-hum,” you say, “the author of 
this article is just looking for a reaction 
by using shock tactics.” 

My intent is not to be reactionary, 
but rather to drive home the point that a 
holocaust is happening right under our 
noses and we as Christians are responsi- 
ble to act. I appeal to the above verse 
from Isaiah 1:17. How many of us, if we 
are honest with ourselves, can say that 
we shudder as intensely when we think 
of abortion as when we think of the Nazi 
holocaust? | know that I am guilty of 
this inconsistency. I believe that I can 
understand just a wee bit, how the 
majority of German Christians were able 
to turn a deaf ear to the cries of the 
oppressed. Only by the grace of God 
will we be able to identify with those 
who were willing to pay the price and 
stand up against the Nazi atrocities. Only 
by the grace of God will this college 
community of about five hundred move 
out beyond the walls to speak out against 
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this injustice (i.e. to rally more than sixty 
to seventy people for the annual “Life 
Chain”). 

Even this is not enough. We need to 
pray for, as well as go out and heal, our 
land. We need to offer the alternative of 
life and hope to a society which kills its 
children (ninety-five thousand a year in 
Canada alone). Christians should be on 
the front lines setting up and operating 
adoption agencies, counselling services, 
crisis pregnancy centres, and group 
homes for single mothers. We need to be 
out there, educating the public about 
abortion, promoting sexual chastity and 
healing broken families. We need to 
reach those hurt and broken women who 
think abortion is the only solution. We 
need to reach out in love to women 
suffering from post-abortion trauma. 
Above all, we must reflect God’s love to 
a hurting world in our everyday relation- 
ships. Chances are, God will place 
hurting people in our path, whether from 
within or without our community. 

Only the blood of Christ can wash 
away the bloodstains on this nation’s 
conscience. We are called to spread that 
good news.* 


BLOWN AWAY 


by Al Kok 

Movies, MediaTelevision, Natural Born 
Killers, and NYPD Blue. When was the last 
time you saw or heard something on any 
sort of media that shocked you? You 
haven’t?!? Now, unless the censors have 
become stricter, it could be said that you're 
ignorant or you have become desensitized. 
Since the censors haven't gotten stricter 
since 1973, it must be the case that we have 
all become desensitized to the violence we 
are secing on the media. 

Some of us say, “I haven't become 
desensitized--I still flinch when I see 
someone's head get blown off.” Well, that’s 
good, But then what do you do? Walk out, 
protest, or sit and wait for the next thrill? 
But what happens when seeing someone's 
head get blown off doesn’t provide that thrill 
anymore? What do you do? As with every 
addiction you advance to the next level. 


This is called desensitization. 

Instead of our Christianity making me 
and several other people on campus realize 
that we have become desensitized to 
violence, it takes a movie like Natural Born 
Killers. That movie didn’t try to make 
killing look nice; it dealt bluntly with the 
fact that these people die violent deaths. 
Think about how many times in NYPD Blue 
or True Lies one sees blood spurt out the 
back or the mouth when someone gets shot. 
How many times did the killer ask his victim 
whether he had any family? Because of this 
lack of humanity we tend to think that 
killing is acceptable. /1 is glorified and 
goreless death, In the movie Natural Born 
Killers we were forced to realize that the 
glorified and goreless death is impossible 
and unnacceptable in any situation. 

But I’m not just talking the material we 
see in the movies such as 7rue Lies, What 
about on the news? When we hear “In the 
news today two men killed by gunfire on the 


corner of King and Emerald,” what do we 
do? Does it shock us that this happens, or 
are we are so used to hearing it we don’t 
realize someone died? Does this fact ever 
hit us? It is appalling that it takes 131 
PEOPLE DEAD FOLLOWING AIRPLANE 
CRASH screaming from the headlines to 
make us sit up and take notice that there are 
horrible things happening out there. Now 
I'm not suggesting that we must feel for 
each individual death that occurse, because 
this would simply overload our system. We 
should take the time to prevent ourselves 
from losing our perception of the reality that 
happens in our world. 

As Christians are we giving up on the 
world? Do we figure that the world is too 
far lost to fight for anymore? Jesus went 
after that one little lost sheep--can we try to 
go after the five billion in the world, the 
264,000,000 in North America, 8,997,324 in 
Ontario, the 22,000 in Ancaster or the group 
of friends around your 
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The TANGENT 


by David Koudys 

I have never been a big fan of the horror 
movie genre. Since the first horror 
movie I saw when I was eight years old 
(Castle of Evil, 1954), | have tried to 
avoid them at all costs. 

It wasn’t until | saw Nightmare on 
Elm Street back in high school at a 
friend's house that I realized why | 
deliberately do not watch this type of 
entertainment. Not because | like to be 
terrified out of my wits--I don’t, but 
that’s not why. Not because these 
movies make bad entertainment--they do, 
but that’s not why. Yes, the reason is. . . 
| lie awake at night. That's it. | lose 
sleep over these movies. 

For no rational reason, | lie in bed 
with the lights on for a few nights, scared 
of falling asleep. | hate that. 

A long time ago (even before I was 
born) people told tall tales. “Listen you 
young ‘uns, there are half man, half beast 
creatures out in the wilderness .. . don't 


ya go straying too far from home or 
they'll git cha! Wait! You can ‘ear ‘em 
‘owling at the moon... .”” Hence the 
invention of the wolfman. 

Delving deeper into the history 
lesson, I have read that almost every 
civilization has these “tall tales,” in- 
vented stories like the one above. These 
stories are told from one generation to 
the next, changing, getting more in- 
volved. 

The purpose of these stories? To 
entertain the children, also maybe to 
frighten them a bit so they don’t go 
wandering off into the night where they 
might get hurt. I don’t know; these are 
just thoughts. 

The reason I bring this up now? | 
was watching the idiot-box (tells you 
something right there, doesn't it?) last 
Saturday night. Saturday Night Live 
wasn’t as good as usual so I got the 
remote going (now you don’t even have 
to leave your vegetative state to change 
the channel, but I digress) and I come 
across a movie that | didn’t want to 
watch in the theatres, Lifeforce. It’s 
some sort of Sci-Fi/Horror combination. 
Well now, what do I do? Okay, | was 


stupid--I watched it. 

I can say this. The only sleep I lost 
this time was waiting for the credits to 
run through (at 2:30 a.m.). I fell asleep 
with the idea that I just totally wasted 
two and a half hours of my life watching 
this movie. 

The movie did, however, give me a 
good column topic so it wasn’t a com- 
plete waste of time. 

The point of all this? 

Isn't there enough to be scared of in 
our lives? I mean, there is real horror 
when you consider that the number of 
people who will be killed by abortions in 
this year alone will exceed the number of 
people that were killed in every major 
war combined? Lives are being blown 
away over twenty dollars worth of hemp 
or a pair of shoes. These very thoughts 
should cause me to lose weeks of sleep. 

It is my feeling that if we look at our 
society today we will find enough real- 
life horror without having to invent any 
from our imaginations. 

You want to be scared? Read the 
paper or watch the news--that’s really 
scary. It’s the real world. 

Thank you, and goodnight.¥ 


'SCience" 
with 


dr, mike 


Dating... 

Everyone seems to want to do it. But 
certain scientists want to do it more than 
other people. Mind you, they might have 
different ideas about how to do it. They 
have several different methods at their 
disposal: carbon-14 dating, centimetres 
per year of sediment deposit, tree rings, 
farthest visible objects in the sky, and 
others. 

Using these methods, secular scien- 
tists and many Christian scientists as well 
have pegged the earth at billions of years 
old. However, the Bible seems to indicate 
to many people that the earth is about ten 
thousand years old. Why are these 
estimates so different? 

To interpret scientific data and 
formulate theories, as well as to interpret 
the Bible, one must make assumptions. 
For example, in using the Biblical genea- 
logical record to calculate the age of the 
earth, one must assume that the record is 
complete, and that the average age at 
which people had children is known. Both 
these assumptions are credible. 

On the other side, scientists using the 
thickness of sediment on a lava flow to 
calculate how long ago a volcano erupted 
assume that the rate of deposition is 
constant from century to century. Carbon- 
14 dating assumes that the initial balance 
of isotopes is constant, and that the rate of 
breakdown of C-14 is constant. 

Often the Bible is read “figuratively,” 
and not taken to be a scientific text. But, 
what if we choose to take a closer look at 
the assumptions made in science instead? 
Both my science examples are specific 
cases of a fundamental assumption that 
things always happen the same way, at the 
same rate, throughout history. 

This assumption, called 
uniformitarianism, is sort of like assuming 
that if you are travelling down the 403 at 
100 kph at one instant, then you must 
always have been going 100 kph. What 
would some of the scientific results be 
from changing this assumption? Obvi- 
ously, very different estimates of the age 
of the earth could be obtained. 

And, there is evidence that this 
assumption might be wrong. The Mount 
St. Helens explosion, around ten years 
ago, provides one example. The current 
geological theories and techniques would 
have to date the ten year old landscape and 
weathering patterns very much older than 
they are. 

Likewise, it is assumed that the speed 
of light is constant. There is actually 
some indication that this might not be so 
(see The Pascal Centre Notebook, Vol.\, 
No.1, p. 1, July 1990). In any case, if it 
were not so, many things would change. 
The speed of light is a fundamental 
constant of physics, and would influence 
such things as the rate of decay of carbon- 
14 (i.e. carbon dating), and the maximum 
distance that light from faraway stars 
could travel in the time since the universe 
began. 

The debate will not be settled in my 
lifetime, but that is not the purpose of this 
article. I want to illustrate the importance 
of being aware of the assumptions made 
behind the scenes in science. And, it is a 
demonstration of the power of the gospel. 
The message of the gospel goes against 
the spirit of this age. Perhaps by looking 
critically at the world through the eyes of 
faith, we can be led, in the world of 
science as well, to take a more critical 
look at the underlying structure of what 
people believe. Conclusions are always 

difficult to draw, but at least we as 
Christians can ask some interesting 
questions. ¥* 
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Quotations 


This column, now renamed and thereby 
redeemed, is dedicated to Prof. Doelman. 


They Said What? 


compiled by Alicia Keesman 


“., and don’t call me at home unless 
you're about to commit suicide!” 
Dr. Norman on his office hours 


“Let’s move on because I’m not inter- 
ested in this stuff any more.” 
Prof. Teeuwsen while taking up an 
assignment in Mus. 214 


“I don’t know about you guys, but | 
could conceivably be married to many 
women.” 
Dr. Polman, Int. 391 

“The reason they (elementary schools) 
don’t want to hire married female 
teachers is because in a year or so they 
get knocked-up and never come back!” 

Prof. Plantinga, Edu. 204 


“The stupider I say it, the easier you'll 
inderstand it!” 
Al Brown 
and if you’re a real slut, you can go 
id live with seven dwarfs!” 
Dr. Polman on the role 
of women in fairy-tales 


|'m clear about that 
it my mind is.” 


my nose isn’t, 


Indrew Pols, off-campus 


Patti? Oh, you mean your boyfriend’s 
rlfriend!” 
Kathy VanBerkel, off-campus 


Oh sure, would you jump in my grave 
(I left that too? Hey, that’s a great pick- 
ip line!” 

Kris Frasier, said to a girl who just 
sat in his lawn chair. 


Don’t mind me, I’m just talking to my 
liquid paper!” 
Wendy Wharrie, dorm 21 
‘If 1 was Julie Andrews, I'd screw up all 
my lines working with him!” 
Carla Van Belle, off-campus 


“Scott Zylstra .. . now there is an 
Adam’s apple | could lick up and down.” 
anonymous 


“I’m a mature student . . . only some- 
times though.” 
David Tigchelaar 


NOREMOMOE 


OLOONIEO 


TOLL. 
Your offer is all too enticing. 


C'mon downtown, you know where 
to find me! Like the stars above. 
Jimmy 0. 


OLOONIEO 


Experienced Hairstylist -- Hair care 
available at very reasonable rates. 
Cuts $6.00, perms $25.00 and other 
services as well. Call Yvonne at 
385-4812. 


Sra 


by Linda Van Spengen and Karen 
Rodenburg 

If you had to recast Julie Andrews 
(Maria) and Christopher Plummer 
(Captain Von Trapp) for the 1994 
remake of "The Sound of Music,” who 
would you use, and why? 


Whitney Houston (Because it would be 
politically correct to have a black Maria), 
and Ronald Reagan (because he was an 
actor). 

Milton Kooistra 


Tom Hanks (because I’m going to see 
Forrest Gump tonight), and Barb 
Heidbuurt (because she’s my roommafé, 
and she sings great with her hair spray 
bottle and the radio). 

Grace Tuin 


k.d. lang and Madonna (this is the 
nineties), 
Phil Teeuwsen 


Cyndi Lauper and George Wendt, 
because they’d look great together. 
Chris Draaistra 


Us two, because the hills are alive (oops, 
is that really gross?) 
Lisa Numan and Peter Moelker 
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Wouldn't Vince Gill be nice? Can you 
imagine him singing to you? And 
Whoopi Goldberg (because she’s already 
done the nun thing). 

Alison Douglas 


Dr. Wolters (because he reminds me of 
Christopher Plummer somehow) and 
Mrs. Chiang (because she’s kind of 
British and kind of sweet). 

Steve Kooy 


Schroeder (dorm 71's kitten) and Buffy 
because they can yelp and howl a mean 
rendition of "The Hills are Alive" 
(especially when I brush Schroeder’s 
fur). 

Alicia Keesman 


“I haven’t seen it. . . but for you Linda, I 
would watch it.” 
Richard Zekveld 


Benita Wolters (because she has a 
beautiful voice and if she bleached her 
short hair she would be Maria) and David 
Wesley Eelkema. 

Sara Weber 


Mr. Bean and Mariah Carey (because she 
has a pretty high voice and we hate her 
and Mr. Bean is very attractive). 

Julie and Leah Balt 
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Meg Ryan (she’s perfect--I would marry 
her on the spot) and Harrison Ford (the 
guy’s got large charisma). 

Brad Bosch 


Madonna (because she’s the antithesis of 
Maria) and Jean-Luc (because I think 
he'd like to kiss Madonna), 

Eric Lammers 


Goldie Hawn and Rodney Dangerfield 
(just to give it another twist). 
Frances Manias 


Madonna and Mick Jagger. 
Mark Tavenor -- never having 
seen the film. 


Linda Rondstadt (she’d have to be 

lovely--she can’t be an awful looking. 
thing) and Julio Iglesias (because he’s 
old). 


Mavis Hamilton 


Schwartzeneger and Sharon Stone 
(because they would enforce the fact that 
this film is a farce). 

Fred Schat 


Alison Gresik and Bill Smouter (because 
she has a mischievous and impish quality 
about her and Bill has a distinguished 
and dynamic presence). 
Mark Van Beveren 
(alias Ben Stegeman) 


Roseanne Barr and that Bobcat guy (from 
Police Academy) because the script isn’t 
very funny, so the actors might as well 
be. 

Christine Buwalda 


Double Takes 
29x%AsT sildyvod 


by Pete Oussoren 

What? Danny Bird and Doug Needham 
aren't the same person? Have you ever 
seen Doug Needham and Danny Bird at 
the same time in the same place? 

* Fact: Both names, Bird and Needham, 
are registered at the college. 

* Fact: Everyone we have talked to in 
the past few weeks can not recall seeing 
both Bird and Needham at the same time 
in the same time. 

* Theory: Bird and Needham are the 
same person. But, who is the real person 
and who is the manifestation. Our 
hypothesis is that Bird is the alter-ego of 
Needham. 

A month or two ago, while contem- 
plating life, Zietsma and Oussoren 
noticed that Bird and Needham look 
quite similar. Discussing this idea with 
Jen DeKok, the three of us decided to 
look into this particular phenomenon, 


“Should this be 
true, it’s amazing 
that he has been 
able to hide it so 
well,” said DeKok. 
We both nodded in 
agreement. How 
could two identical looking individuals 
claim to be two entirely different people? 
“That's funny,” said Fred Breukelman 
when told of this theory, “I thought they 
were twins.” 

As we walked the halls, whenever 
we saw Bird we would look around to 
see if we saw Needham, and when we 
saw Needham, we would look for Bird. 
Never did we see both of them at the 


same time. We asked other people to 


the shme thing and all of them returned ~ 
with the same answer. They too could 
not spot them at the same time. 


decided to ask 
other members of 
the student body 
for their opinions 
on this theory. 
“Come to think of 
it,” said Student 
Senate President Dr. Dan, “I haven't seen 
them at the same time either. You might 
have something here!” Yes we do, Dan! 
The other day, one of our spies saw 
Needham walk hastily out of his office 
with a “How to Look like Danny Bird” 
make-up kit and instruction manual. If 
this does not strengthen our theory, we 
do not know what would. 
Other students have told us that they 
} taken Psychology courses with Bird 


a sorman was teaching, of course) and 


hen they asked Bird how he did ona 


= est, he would just shrug the question off. 


They knew, however, that he did very 
well, with only a few hours spent study- 
ing. “We just thought he has a photo- 
graphic memory,” said one of his friends, 
“but this theory makes a whole lot more 
sense. With a Ph.D., why would he study 
for a Psych 121 test?” Oh how true, we 
thought. 

All of this evidence can only 
strengthen our theory. As a final test we 
decided to ask Bird and Needham 
themselves. (We had a hard time finding 
them both within the same hour). “I 
don’t know what you are talking about,” 
replied a seemingly nervous Bird, “Uh. , 
. [have to go.” Needham’s answer to our 
question “Are you and Bird the same 
person or not!” pretty much blew his 
cover, “Uhh, I have to go to class, I 
mean . . . teach a class, heh heh heh.” 
Okay, so this theory is not yet law but we 
must conclude by quoting Justin Cook, “I 
would not throw it out as heresy.” Our 
plea to you, the general public, is to keep 
an eye out for anything strange concern- 
ing this theory. Please report any strange 
phenomenon to Jen DeKok.¥ 
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